




       HISTORY OF THE CHURCH
         An Overview of the Formation and Existence of the 
                    Cockburn Town Seventh-day Adventist Church

In 1919, some ninety-one (91) years age, an Evangelist and Bible Worker 
named Sister Somelliann, a Native of Crooked Island, visited the island of San 
Salvador.  After meeting with the people, engaged in Bible studies and by her 
own personal testimony, Brother Paul Ward and his household became the 
 rst converts to embrace the Sabbath Message Truth and in June 1919, himself 
along with nineteen (19) others were baptized.

With careful search of the scriptures and prayer, Bro. Paul Ward began giving 
Bible Studies to his neighbors and friends who also accepted the Bible truth.  
Among them were: Brother James T. Williams (Brother Jimmy), Brother Henry 
Williams (Boy Goose) and Brother Stanley Fernander.

It was from this humble beginning that the Cockburn Town Seventh-day Ad-
ventist church was formed and an edi ce build on Ward and 1st Street, Cock-
burn Town and one in United Estates.

After Brother Paul Ward’s death, Brother Stanley Fernander was chosen as the 
new leader and he served up to his death in 1962.  His eldest son Henry then 
led the church as head Elder from then until his death in 2002.  

Over the years there have been a considerable growth to the organization of 
the Seventh-day Adventists in the Bahamas, from a district, to a Mission to a 
Conference and now we have a New Union Mission established in 2010.  God 
has been good to His people.

The following pastors have been resident and non-resident over the 91 years 
in San Salvador and they are as follows: Resident pastors; Roy Fernander, 
Charles Carey, Dudley Lightbourn, Leo Rolle, Owasu Boateng and Larry 
Green. The non-resident pastors; Errol Tinker, Victor Cargil, Barrington Bren-
nen, N. E. Scavella, 
Wendal McMillian, Jeremiah Duncombe, Leonard Johnson, Michael Toote, 
Lynden Williams and Paul Scavella.

In 1992, during the visit of the General Conference President, Dr. Robert S. 
Folkenburg to San Salvador a ground-breaking ceremony took place on the 
present parcel of land where this church edi ce now sits.  This new edi ce 



was dedicated…. and have a present day thriving membership of 61.

This congregation of Cockburn Town Seventh-day Adventist Church is caring 
and concerned about the whole man and all are welcomed to come in at any-
time for Worship and Holy fellowship.  It recognizes Jesus Christ as its head 
and has a deep love for Him and his people.   So today, we give thanks to God  
for His presence and powerful leading of the Cockburn Town Seventh-day 
Adventist Church Family, whose motto is “The Church where the power of  
God is discovered in a new way everyday.”

In conclusion, all Praise and Thanks be to Almighty God for the leadership of 
this Organization.  Special thanks are extended to Pastor Leonard A. Johnson, 
President of Atlantic Caribbean Union Mission, Pastor Paul A. Scavella, Presi-
dent of South Bahamas Conference of Seventh-day Adventists and the many 
Of cers and members of the Adventist church for our faithful support, wis-
dom and continued love.

  Heros Of Our Faith

   Elder Paul Ward and Sister Ward Elder Henry Fernander and Sis.  Bloneva  Fernander

Elder Carter Williams and Sis. Milicent Williams



 Our Journey By His Grace

To Be Continued...



 Message from the President
                   of the 

        Atlantic Caribbean Union Mission  
                of Seventh-day Adventists

   It is always a joy for me to support the lead-

ers and members of our churches as they cel-

ebrate how God has led them over the years. 

Therefore, on behalf of my fellow administrators 

and the entire ACUM family, I am particularly 

pleased to congratulate the pastor, of cers, and 

members of the Cockburn Town Seventh-day 

Adventist Church on the celebration of the 11th anniversary of their new 

church building. 

Located on the historic Island of San Salvador, this church has the unique 

opportunity of sharing the gospel with people from all parts of the world 

as well as the local population. Also, as an important part of a small island 

community, your lifestyle can be a very powerful witness to the community 

as to what a true Seventh-day Adventist Christian is like. And at this critical 

time in our country’s history, you can be a beacon of hope to the persons with 

whom you come into contact.

Therefore, while you recount the blessings of God during this time of celebra-

tion, remember that there is still much to be done to prepare the world for the 

coming of the Lord. So may the God of compassion continue to help you get 

the message out to invite souls to come into the ark of safety before it is too 

late. My prayer is that you will prove to be faithful and effective witnesses for 

the Master.

Dr. Leonard A. Johnson, D. Min., J.P., Pastor



   Message from the President
                   of the                      
              South Bahamas Conference of 
                 Seventh-day Adventists
   

Dear Saints,

On behalf of the Administrative team, I offer a 

word of commendation to the pastoral leader-

ship of the Cockburn Town Seventh-day Adven-

tist church for the way in which you have al-

lowed God to use you in the building up of His 

kingdom in San Salvador.

You have come this far by faith leaning on the Lord, and by His grace there is 

yet much more land to possess. The church has come through many dif cult 

times yet God’s almighty hand has kept you. 

It is my prayer that the membership will continue to grow in grace and in the 

strength of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Congratulations and be thou faithful until every soul is gathered into the fold 

of safety.

Dr. Paul A. Scavella, MA., J.P., Pastor



    Message from the Speaker
           Executive Secretary of the 
      South Bahamas Conference of 
                 Seventh-day Adventists  
        
When I heard of the exploits and longevity of 

the Cockburn Seventh day Adventist church I 

exclaim  “ To God be the glory ! Great things He 

has done ! “. It is no small feat when a church 

celebrates ninety three years of existence . Dur-

ing the churches life time , many epochal events 

have transpired . One can think of the fall of 

the Soviet Union , the fall of the Berlin wall , the senseless devastation of the 

world trade center and of course the recent upheavals in the middle east .

In such a maze of global change this church has stood for eternal principles , 

preached the everlasting gospel , and espoused a lifestyle that is sustained by  

the presence , person and power of the Holy Spirit . The many persons that 

have worshiped , prayed and served God in this church have contributed to 

it’s  buoyancy and mission . 

It is my hope that the Cockburn Seventh day Adventist church will remain 

a beacon of light in the island of San Salvador. At a time when unprecedent-

ed disasters are reducing many parts of the world to mangled rubble , this 

church has the opportunity to point this community to the climatic event 

- THE SECOND COMING OF JESUS  CHRIST .

CONGRATULATIONS ! 

Pastor Peter Joseph, MA, J.P., Pastor



   Message from the Pastor
       of the                      
        Cockburn Town Seventh-day 
              Adventists Church
   
Ninety-one years ago the journey of faith began in the expe-
rience of Seventh-day Adventists on the Isle of San Salvador. 
Though few in numbers, the catalyst of believers resolved 
not to be “bought or sold though the heavens fall.”  These 
were men and women of character, who did the unthinkable 
to achieve the impossible, men and women who undertook 
the Herculean task of setting up a standard against the camp 
of the devil. 

So, it is with humble honor I embrace the privilege bestowed 
upon me as the host pastor to welcome you to this momen-
tous juncture in the life of the Cockburn Town Seventh-day 
Adventist Church members. 

As we celebrate, let us bear in mind this one fact, “We Have Come This Far By His Grace”. Were 
it not for the benevolence of God, we would not be here in 2011 celebrating God’s church that 
was established in June of 1919. God has been faithful to us. Our theme today throws my focus 
to the word of God, “Ebenezer: hitherto Hath the Lord Helped us” (cf. 1 Samuel 7:12).  The lack 
of spiritual hindsight, a grievance brought against God’s church in both the Old and New Testa-
ment is often alluded to. The Israelites failed to look backwards. They did not see what really 
had transpired over the years. They had easily forgotten about the Red Sea, the Jordan, and even 
the Manna from heaven. They often forgot how God had been there for them throughout their 
journey. 

As we re ect on their journey, we must be determined not to make similar mistakes. While we 
must harness our vision of the future, we cannot ignore 91 years of faith driven worship, praise 
and dedicated service to our Father. Our faith has brought us to this point in history. As we revel 
in the goodness of God we cannot but praise Him because “We have come this far by His Grace.” 
We must walk in the way of faith! My prayer is for the Lord to “Go before us in the days ahead. 

 It is an extraordinary delight for me to serve in San Salvador, my  rst pastoral district. My min-
istry here is nothing short of wonderful! The esteemed pleasure has been mine to share Christ 
through various methods. The camaraderie experience in the name of Jesus is just a foretaste of 
what heaven holds for us. As we stand on the crest of the ninth decennium, we can surely thank 
God for the faithfulness of former pastors; some of whom endured hardships in spreading the 
gospel. Yet, they worked assiduously to facilitate the growth of Adventism in San Salvador. 

I also say thanks to the elders, leaders and members who have kept the faith and moved forward 
by His Grace even when there was no assigned resident pastor.

On behalf of my wife Schkara, I praise the Lord for 91 years of active ministry. May this week-
end’s celebrations bring us closer to God and His mission for us. Expect to experience a new 
blessing from God, for this is “the church where the power of God is discovered in a new way 
everyday.”

Pastor Larry L. Green, B.A. 



 
 Message from the First Elder
                                            of the                      
        Cockburn Town Seventh-day 
              Adventists Church

“In the future, when your children ask you, ‘What do these 

stones mean ?’ you should tell them ...” Joshua 4:6-7

“Hallelujah, Glory Hallelujah!”  Here we are today as a 

church, celebrating our church’s anniversary in grand style.  It 

is an even more auspicious occasion because in stone , in the 

 esh and in the spirit  we are reminded that for 91 years, Sev-

enth Day Adventist and the sound doctrine of Adventism has been a part of the San Salvadorian 

community.  Historically and presently, this  church and its members  have played an integral part 

in changing lives and lifestyle in this community  for the greater good that is in Christ Jesus.  What 

an awesome testimony of hope for us to give our children today.  It is a testament that is evident in 

the stone walls of the church building, engraved in the  eshy hearts of its members and endorsed 

in the chronicles of heaven.  Yes, we have good reason to celebrate, to rejoice and praise God con-

tinually for His marvelous Grace  and his grace alone that brought us this far.  

So on behalf of my family and the anniversary committee team I say Happy Church Anniversary 

to our pastor and  his wife and to the of cers and members of the Cockburn Town Seventh Day 

Adventist Church.  To our faithful friends and other well wishers in this community, I thank you 

for your support through these many years leading up to this very special day. 

May God bless us one and all.

Ian S. Greene, Chairman of the Anniversary Committee. 

           Names of Anniversary Committee members are as follow: 

Ian S. Greene, Michelle Greene, Abigail Ralph, Mabel Williams, 
Virgina Romer, Michelle Williams, Perino Johnson, Elva Moss 
and Karen Hepburn



 
 Message from the Administrator                                              
          of                      
      San Salvador and Rum Cay Islands

It is indeed a pleasure for me to congratulate the 

of cers, members and followers of the Cockburn 

Town Seven Day Adventist Congregation for 91 

years of faithful ministry.  I am con dent that 

over the years there have been many dif cult 

challenges that you have had to overcome, as you 

sought to remain faithful to the call of Christ to preach the Gospel.  However, 

after 91 years of committed service, you are well equipped to further advance 

to the Kingdom of Heaven in the spirit of excellence and integrity. Your con-

tinued ministerial work in the community, especially among the youth in San 

Salvador is crucial and worthy of commendation. 

It is therefore my pleasure to encourage you to continue to do an excellent job 

in your ministerial obligations. There is no doubt that your contribution to 

spiritual growth and moral guidance of the people of this community will help 

to strengthen the most important civil institution- the family.

May God continue to bless the works of your hands.

Terrence Bootle-Bethel, Administrator



  Sabbath School Program – Sabbath, April 23rd , 2011
      9:15 a.m. 
    Superintendent: Sis. Michelle Greene

Song Service..............................................................................................................  Choristers

Opening Song................... Hymn 341 -”To God Be the Glory”.................................. Choristers
        
Responsive Reading.................................................................................. Sis. Karen Hepburn

Opening Prayer........................................................................................... Elder Ian S. Greene

Opening Remarks/Welcome.................................................................. Sis. Michelle Greene

Mission Emphasis.................................................................................................. Ian Green Jr. 

Special Focus..................................GRATITUDE................................. ..Sis. Michelle Greene

Special Music................................................................................................................................. 
   Lesson Review- “The Coat of Different Colors”
Presenters……….................................................................................... Senior Class Teachers
     Part 1 ................................................... Sis. Schkara B. Green
     Part 2 .......................................................... Sis. Carol Beaton
     Part 3 ............................................................ Elder Ian Green

Special Feature..............................Interview.........- “We’ve Come This Far By His Grace.”

Special Selection.......................................................................................... The Greene Sisters

Closing Remarks................................................................................. Sis. Michelle Greene   
               To God be the glory, great things he hath done!
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,
who yielded his life an atonement for sin,
and opened the lifegate that all may go in.

Refrain
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the earth hear his voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,
let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,
and give him the glory, great things he hath done!

2
O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,
to every believer the promise of God;
the vilest offender who truly believes,
that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.

3
Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath 
done,
and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son;
but purer, and higher, and greater will be
our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.



             Divine Worship – Sabbath, April 23rd, 2011
      11:00 a.m.
    Chairman: Pastor Larry L. Green

Song Service............................................................................................................... Choristers
    Sisters: Terecia Williams, Helena Hepburn and Brittany Lundy

Theme Song ..................................................................”We Have Come This Far By Grace”

Processional ............................................................................................ Platform Participants

Call to Worship ...................................................................................... Pastor Larry L. Green
                                                     Pastor, Cockburn Town Seventh-day Adventist Church

Invocation .................................................................................................. Pastor Peter Joseph                                   
                                  Executive Secretary of the South Bahamas Conference of Seventh- day Adventists, Pastor Grants Town S.D.A. 

Faith Factor ................................................................................................ Elder Ian S. Greene

Welcome ..................................................................................................... Elder Ian S. Greene

Announcements ........................................................................................... Sis. Abigail Ralph

Opening Hymn .............# Hymn 647 -”Mine Eyes Have Seen The Glory” ......... Sis. Elva Moss

Greetings ............................................................................................... Pastor Larry L. Green

           Pastor Daniel Major
                                    Pastor, New Providence and Gambia Seventh-day Adventist Church
                           Inspector  Eugene  Strachan
                                                                                          Of cer in Charge San Salvador and Rum Cay Police District
                                                                                          
Special Music......................................................................................... Sis. Michelle Williams

Children Corner ....................................................................................…. Sis. Marisa Greene

Special Music................................................................................................. Sis. Abigail Ralph

Offertory ...............................................................................................…. Bro. Perino Johnson

Offertory Special ...................................................................................... Pastor Daniel Major
 
Prayer for the People ............................................................................... Sis. Mabel Williams

Scripture Reading ........................................................................................ Sis. Malanie Gilks

Introduction of Speaker ....................................................................... Pastor Larry L. Green

Special Music................................................................. Cockburn Town Anniversary Choir  

Sermon ........................................................................................................ Pastor Peter Joseph 

Closing Song .........................# Hymn 338 -”Redeemed” ...................... Sis. Michelle Williams

Benediction ................................................................................................ Pastor Peter Joseph

Recessional ............................................................................................. Platform Participants

Anniversary Fanfare ...................................................................................... Recorded Music



     Adventist Youth Hour Tour 
    Sabbath, April 23rd., 2010 
       7:00 p.m.
 Experience His Grace Gospel  Concert
         MC: Pastor Danny Major   
Theme Song: 
We’ve come this far by Grace

Chorus
We’ve come this far by grace
Leaning on the Lord
Trusting in His Holy word
He never failed me yet
Oh’ Can’t Turn Around
We’ve come this far by grace

(Repeat)

Verse
Just the other day, I heard a man say
He did not believe in God’s word
But I can truly say, the Lord has made a 
way
He’s never failed me yet

Chorus

Oh’Can’t Turn Around
We’ve come this far by grace

   
Mine Eyes Have Seen 

Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;
He is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are 
stored;
He has loosed the fateful lightning of His terrible swift sword;
His truth is marching on.

Refrain
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! His truth is marching on.

He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat;
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat;
O be swift, my soul, to answer Him! be jubilant, my feet!
Our God is marching on.

In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in His bosom that trans gures you and me;
As He died to make men holy, let us live to make men free!
While God is marching on.

Redeemed

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it!
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;
Redeemed through His in nite mercy,
His child and forever I am.

Refrain
Redeemed, redeemed,
Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb;
Redeemed, redeemed,
His child and forever I am.

Redeemed, and so happy in Jesus,
No language my rapture can tell;
I know that the light of His presence
With me doth continually dwell.

I know there’s a crown that is waiting
In yonder bright mansion for me;
And soon, with the spirit made perfect,
At home with the Lord I shall be.

I Gave My Life For Thee

I gave my life for thee, My precious blood I shed,
That thou might’st ransom be, And quickened from the dead;
I gave, I gave My life for thee, What hast thou given for Me?
I gave, I gave My life for thee, What hast thou given for Me?

My Fathers house of light, My glory circled throne,
I left for earthly night, For wanderings sad and lone;
I left, I left it all for thee, Hast thou left aught for Me? 
I left, I left it all for thee, Hast thou left aught for Me? 

I suffered much for thee,
more than thy tongue can tell,
Of bitterest agony,
To rescue thee from hell;
I’ve borne, I’ve borne it all for thee,
What hast thou borne for Me?
I’ve borne, I’ve borne it all for thee,
What hast thou borne for Me?



        
                    Sunday Service - April 24, 2011
           3:00 p.m.
   Chairman: Pastor Larry L. Green

Song Service............................................................................................................... Choristers
       Sisters: Terecia Williams, Helena Hepburn, Brittany Lundy and Abigail Ralph

Theme Song ..................................................................”We Have Come This Far By Grace”

Processional ............................................................................................ Platform Participants

Opening Prayer .................................................................................................. Sis. Elva Moss

Opening Song ......................# Hymn 647 -”Joyful Joyful” ............................... Veronica Smith

Welcome ................................................................................ Pastor and Mrs. Larry L. Green

Greetings ......................................................................................... Ms. Terrece Bootle-Bethel                                                                                   
                         Administrator San Salvador/ Rum Cay

Special Music............................................................................................. Sis. Nicola Williams

Special Remarks .................................................................................... Pastor Larry L. Green

Special Music.............................................................................................. Elder Ian S. Greene

Anniversary Offering .......................................................................... Sis. Michelle Williams

History of the Church .......................................................................... Sis. Michelle Williams

Historical Slide Show .............................................................................. Sis. Michelle Greene

Prayer of Rededication ........................................................................ Pastor Roy Fernander

Special Music................................................................................................... Sis Carol Beaton

Introduction of Speaker ....................................................................... Pastor Larry L. Green

Special Music.......................................................................................... Pastor Larry L. Green

Sermon ........................................................................................................ Pastor Peter Joseph                                      
                                  Executive Secretary of the South Bahamas Conference of Seventh- day Adventists, Pastor Grants Town S.D.A. 

Closing Song ...........# Hymn 281 -”I Gave My Life For Thee” ................ Sis. Helena Hepburn

Benediction ................................................................................................ Pastor Peter Joseph

Vote of thanks ............................................................................................. Sis. Schkara Green

Anniversary Fanfare ...................................................................................... Recorded Music



 The Journey Continues

   The 
Church
 In The 
Community



We Bade them 

Follow Jesus... 
and they did.

Am A New 

Creation...
We accept them 
into fellowship.

We Continue to 
do his work

To Be Concluded









    
 Shining the glorious light of the Gospel 
           in your Vineyard
  
         The Pastors, Of cers and Members 
                            of the 
           Centreville Seventh-day Adventist Church

          Join the  Cockburn Town Seventh-day Adventist  Church 
                 in
         Celebrating 91 Years of Dedicated Service

   
     
         

   Centreville Seventh-day Adventist Church    
              “The Church In The Heart Of The City With  The City In Its Heart”
            5th Terrace East, Centreville

                        Tel.: No. 242-325-3097

     

Sabbath School, Saturday ................................................................. 9:10am 
Divine Worship Service, Saturday................................................ 11:00am
Advent Youth Society, Saturday...................... 1 1/2 hours before sunset
Evangelist Service:- Sunday, Spring & Summer.......................... 7:30pm
Fall & Winter....................................................................................... 7:00pm
Prayer & Praise Fellowship:- Wednesday, Spring & Summer .. 7:30pm 
Fall & Winter....................................................................................... 7:00pm





             

    Pastor and Mrs. Ashton A. Mcfall

     The Officers and Members of

      The Marsh Harbour and South Abaco Seventh-Day Adventist Church
      
     Congratulates 
  The Cockburn Town Seventh-Day Adventist Church
     On their 91st Anniversary
       May the Lord bless you as you continue 
   in your journey to the Kingdom of God
    Marsh Harbour SDA Church is located:

          In Marsh Harbour, Bahama Tel: 1 242 367-4501 









Congratulations
    Cockburn Town Seventh-day 
     Adventist  church on this your 

    91st Anniversary Celebration.

May God Continue to lead you by 
His Grace as you 
Impact San Salvador
From:
Sis. Deanne Smith and Family.









Peaches Tale Away

Cockburn Town San Salvador
 Call us today Tel: 331-2265

Congratulations 
                    to the 
Cockburn Town Seventh-day
          Adventist Church.  

May God continue to bless you 
as you continue to be a blessing 
to the island of San Salvador



            

    Pastor Daniel Major, 

   The Officers and Members of

       The Real Harvest Seventh-Day Adventist Church
     
    Congratulates 
 The Cockburn Town Seventh-Day Adventist Church
    On their 91st Anniversary
    May  God’s Grace continue to be with you until He comes
   Real Harvest SDA Church is located:

 Pigeon Plum Street, Pinewood Gardens Nassau, Bahama Tel: 242 392 1479, 



      Congratulations 
 Cockburn Town Seventh-day Adventist Church on this your 91st Anniversary.
    From: The Students Faculty and Staff of  Bahamas Academy Family





     

Notes   
 

 
The Legacy 

continues
Youth
Fellowship

The 
Half 
Is Yet 
To Be 
Told

We Will Continue In His 
Grace Until He Comes



                                   L.G.DESIGN


